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SDTC Newsletter / August 2022 Issue

Terri Cesarek
Agility Seminar Report
(see pp. 8 & 9)

From the editor’s desk...
Greetings.all!
Summer time and the livin’ is....well, uncomfortably hot! For those fortunate
enough to be working indoors at the club, it has been surprisingly cool...so far.
Fingers crossed until Fall.
We start off with info on the club’s upcoming September CPE Agility and
November AKC Agility Trials, in addition to the Training Schedule through the
end of the year (p. 2).
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Bragging rights go to Gimli (agility) and Stig (obedience and rally), and we’re
introduced to Jordan, the newest member of the Von Calio family (p. 3).
An Annual Club Picnic update is paired with some info about the meeting that
will also take place, and a request for any email updates (p. 4).
Along with the usual Volunteer Opportunities, yours truly is also looking for
some assistance, with several possibilities (p. 5).
The Scotia/Glenville Memorial Day Parade photos, by Patty Reksc, have been
posted, along with a short report by Ashley McGowan (p. 6).
This issue sports another article by Suzanne Clothier, dealing with what makes
for a good dog for training. Thankfully, we have permission to use any number of
articles from her myriad collection (p. 7).
Jared Slingerland reports on and supplies the photos for the Terri Cesarek Agility
Seminar, that took place earlier this month (pp. 8-9).
Featured Furkid requirements, the Woofer Schedule, Useful Links and Club
Library info can still be found together (p. 10), as well as the Trial Venues &
Resources, Training Runs and AKC Contacts (p.11).
Finally, the general club info page includes Board members, club awards,
where to find us on the web and graphics credits (p. 12).
Best of luck to those entered in the trials, as well as the club picnic match!
Happy Training,

-Donna
Editor: Donna Profeta
Proofer: Betsy Moss
Oversight: Barb Snyder

Schenectady Dog Training Club

SDTC Fall Agility Trials
CPE Agility Trials
September 10-11, 2022
at Agile Dogs at JAZZ Agility Training
37 South Greenfield Road, Greenfield Ctr, NY
Premium to come

AKC Agility Trials
November 5-6, 2022
at Working Dogs NY,
1451 State Highway 5S, Amsterdam, NY

He is your friend, your
partner, your defender,
your dog. You are his life,
his love, his leader. He
will be yours, faithful and
true, to the last beat of his
heart. You owe it to him to be
worthy of such devotion.
~ Unknown

Urszula Janicki,
Photo by Chair
Judy Johnson
Entries open Sep 7 & close Oct 22, 2022
Premium will be available at:
https://www.pawprinttrials.com/

Brags
Training
Sessions
Dates are
subject to change.
Changes will
JUL/AUG
Week 6...........................Week of 8/21/22
Makeups (if needed).....Weeks of 8/28 & 9/4/22

SEP/OCT
Sign-ups.......Sun, 8/28 (7:00 PM) - Wed, 8/31/22
Orientation.....................Thurs, 9/15/22 (6:30 PM)
Week 1...........................Week of 9/18/22
Week 6...........................Week of 10/23/22
Makeups (if needed).....Weeks of 10/30 & 11/6/22

Gimli ~ BN
from Michelle Ireton

NOV/DEC MINI SESSION
Sign-ups.......Sun, 10/30 (7:00 PM) - Wed, 11/3/22
Week 1...........................Week of 11/13/22
Week 6...........................Week of 12/11/22
No classes Thanksgiving week (Nov 20-26)
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My pup and I went to our very first agility
trials in May and he earned his Level 1
(CL1) Title in just 3 days of trials.

Maranatha Acres The Stig (Stig)~ BN RN )
from Donna Rost

SDTC Club Match March 2022
Stig had a great run-through day for the
upcoming trial. In his Rally Intermediate
class, he placed second with a score of 88,
because I told him the wrong thing to do at one of the
signs. Shame on Grandma. In his Novice Obedience
class, he also placed second with a score of 199. Both
classes offered some nice competition.
SDTC AKC Trial March 2022
Stig is moving on toward his next AKC titles. He currently has his BN and RN from before the COVID period.
On Day 1 in Obedience, he got his 1st CD leg and a 1st place. The judge told me that I got 10 gold stars for
just bringing a beagle into the obedience ring. Maybe someday she'll get to see him when he isn't so noise
shy. I think he really does enjoy the work if there isn't a beagle distraction. In Rally, he also got his 1st RI leg
and a 1st place with a score of 100. What a surprise!
On Day 2 in Rally, he got his 2nd RI leg. He had a very busy, successful weekend, but he did come home
very tired. He did let everyone know "there is a beagle in the house", a couple of times. Thank you to
everyone who helped out keeping him company while I was working the Rally ring.
I am so proud of my little grand puppy. He works so hard putting that little beagle brain and nose away for
a few minutes for me, to do what I want.

Brags

CCR Green River
(Jordan)
from Mary Grace Von Calio

We have a new family member❣️
I have had Italian Greyhounds for 30 years!
My last was my Aimee, who passed away
in January at 15 years old. Now, thanks to
my friend, Rebecca Baum (Cave Canem
Rex Italian Greyhounds), we have a new little girl! Her Daddy, Zain, is
related to my wonderful IGs, Rex, Merlin, Chrissy and Aimee. Her
Momma came here from Poland. They had two beautiful baby girls.
Rebecca was keeping one and hoped I might be interested in the other.
Jordan is 14 months old. She is strikingly cute, petite, very sweet and somewhat shy, but she is learning to
adjust to her new environment and family. Speedy, Dilly and Tony have been good with her. She is shy
with Glen, but is especially bonding with me. She loves to lay next to me in my recliner, while Dilly lays on
top of the back of the chair! I'll show Jordan in conformation. She's doing well practicing in handling class.
She is a smart little girl and I hope she will have the confidence to learn other dog activities with me. She's
so cute and sweet, she may also have potential as a therapy dog.
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SDTC Annual Picnic Updates
Sunday, August 28, 2022
by Emily Toung
Happy summer! We are excited to be hosting our annual picnic on August 28th, 2022.
Details are below for those who are able to attend.
1) We will be hosting obedience and rally matches. Rally will begin at 9:30 AM, with Mary
Hussey judging for us (thank you Mary!). Obedience will start at 9:30 AM, with Barb Snyder
judging (thank you Barb!). Please note: obedience will be run outside this year. If there are ring
conflicts we will work around them. If you would like to sign up to help with the matches (stewards
needed) or would like to enter, please email me at SDTCpicnic @ gmail.com (remove spaces in email
address) OR call/text me at 518-221-0622 (text is preferred). Entry cost is $5 per run for obedience and
rally. Dogs will NOT be allowed to crate inside the building. Please plan accordingly and bring
water/cooling mats/fans as needed for your pet. A run list will be sent out the day before the picnic.
2) If you would like to bring food or drinks to share, please contact me! We are in need of side dishes,
desserts, and drinks (bottled water, soda, etc). The club will be providing a make your own sundae bar
for attendees of the picnic. Cost for the picnic is $5 per person.
3) If anyone who isn't trialing that weekend would like to judge an agility match, please contact me at
the above email address or phone number. If we don't have someone who is interested, that is ok- we
will just hold the obedience and rally matches.
4) If anyone would like to volunteer to help with set up the night before the picnic, please contact me. I
will also need volunteers for tear down on Sunday night.
5) We will have a short meeting on the lunch break (see below).
5) RSVP date for the picnic is August 25, 2022. Entries for the obedience and rally matches will close on
August 21, 2022. THERE WILL BE NO DAY OF ENTRIES ACCEPTED FOR THE MATCHES.
A more detailed itinerary will be posted once I have more information. Thank you to those who have
already signed up and volunteered to help! Looking forward to seeing those who are able to make it!

Club Meeting
by Barbara Snyder
We are planning a short club meeting noonish at our Picnic, August 28. It's been quite a while since we
have been together face to face. There have been updates to the property that we have only shared via
emails - come take a look! We have several new members to meet and I, for one, would enjoy putting
names to faces.
We will share more via the email list as to the time frame of our day.

Club Email List
If you know of any members not on the club email list, please tell them to contact me, Barbara Snyder, at
BajosVizs@aol.com, and we will try to rectify.
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The greatest pleasure of a dog is that you may make a fool of yourself with him,
and not only will he not scold you, but he will make a fool of himself, too.
~Samuel Butler

VOLUNTEER(S) NEEDED
Publicity/The Woofer is looking for someone to assist with various jobs, possibly including event write-ups,
marketing and/or interviews. Please contact Donna Profeta with your interest(s) at publicity@sdtcdogs.com.
*Please also include “Woofer” in the subject line, so your response doesn’t get missed.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE
Please contact the following people for volunteer
opportunities:
Program:
Emily Toung, program@sdtcdogs.com
Club matches in Obedience, Rally and Agility.
Club picnic
Organize community demonstrations
AKC Agility Trials (4):
Urszula Janicki, Limitlesslabs@verizon.net
Multiple jobs
CPE Agility Trials (2):
Bob Domfort, spencer4hi@yahoo.com
Multiple jobs

LET’S
HELP
OUT!

AKC Obed/Rally Trials (4):
Wendy Archinal, topshelfbrits@nycap.rr.com
Multiple jobs
Agility:
Jared Slingerland, jared.slingerland@gmail.com
Hosting run-thrus - can be scheduled at any time.
Moving equipment from inside to outside training
areas and vice versa at the end of the season.
Training equipment repair, if needed.

Obedience and/or Rally:
Mary Hussey, cloud9newfs@hotmail.com
Training equipment repair, if needed.
Hosting run-thrus - can be scheduled at any time.
Training Council:
Beth Dorn, bethdorn1953@gmail.com
Committee to be sure supplies are on hand.
Corresponding Secretary:
Susan Jones, jazzsunz223@yahoo.com
Committee to assist with mailings, renewal process.
Grounds:
Betsy Moss, kaidijay@yahoo.com
Club work parties for outdoor improvement pro.......jects, when scheduled.
Buildings: Dominick Amedio, amediod@live.com
Publicity: Donna Profeta, publicity@sdtcdogs.com
Placing postcards with area businesses.
Researching publications for ads/calendar listings.
Various times in the year there may be a need for
duplicating of documents used for Orientations/
classes - TBA.
All events will be publicized at the club, in the
WOOFER and/or on our Facebook page and/or
website: http://www.sdtcdogs.com.
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Scotia-Glenville Memorial Day Parade
Wednesday, May 25, 2022
by Ashley McGowan
We had the honor of representing SDTC in the Memorial Day Parade in Scotia. With all
dogs and humans, decked out in red, white and blue, the crowds were excited to see the
dogs walking side by side in harmony. Roxy was, of course, the favorite decked out in her
tactical vest. We had multiple SDTC 4-legged alumni walking with us. All represented the club
perfectly. Fun was had by all.
Photos by Patty Reksc.

Joki (SDTC)

Stig (SDTC)
Skylar (SDTC & TDI)

L-R: Stephanie Burwell with Remi and Bella, Clint
McGowan with Luja and Joki, Ashley McGowan with
Roxy, and Donna Rost with Stig.

Roxy (SDTC)
Meadow (SDTC & TDI)

Dilly (SDTC & TDI)
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Simple Questions, Simple Answers
by Suzanne Clothier
Any given day’s emails are a collection of odd amusements, worrisome .........reports, sad news, glad
tidings, and requests out of the blue. Recently, I was contacted by ..... an Argentinian journalist
writing for a woman’s lifestyle section of a publication. She wanted to know:

What are the main features of any dog training?
What are the easiest dogs to train? Why?
What are the most difficult dogs to train?
What qualities have these dogs? [sic]
I found myself intrigued by these simple questions,
ones that are asked over and over again. This is what I sent back in reply:
Dog training is a relationship. Like any relationship, dog training requires clear communication,
genuine curiosity about and interest about the other (in this case, the dog), respect for the other’s
point of view and feelings and abilities, and a willingness to compromise in pursuit of harmony.
Dog training is also education, and as with any education, broadens the dog’s understanding of
his world.
Dog training also has some components similar to parenting, as sometimes you must make
decisions for the dog. For example, the dog cannot understand the full consequences of his
behavior or the need for veterinary care. Like children, dogs must sometimes be protected from
their own natural impulses. Very much like children, dogs must be educated so that they can be
welcome members of society with good manners, knowledge that helps them in many situations,
and an understanding of how to get along.
The dogs that are easiest to train are dogs who are interested in learning. This means a dog who is
not afraid (fear makes learning very difficult, if not impossible). This means a dog who is not
irritated or angry (anger and irritation make learning difficult). This also means a dog who is not in
pain and who is not being physically threatened or actually hurt. A dog who is interested in
learning finds the process rewarding and fun, and something he can be successful doing. Very
often, trainers label dogs as “hard to train” when in fact they are bored, scared or confused.
Sometimes, the trainer or the training equipment threatens or hurts the dog — this does not make
for a dog who is easy to train.
Hardest to train are dogs who are afraid, who do not feel safe in the training situation, who are
being asked to do more than their skills or their physical abilities permit, and dogs who are simply
bored by the work and do not receive enough value (praise, games, toys, food rewards, etc) to
make it worthwhile to participate.
What makes a dog easy or hard to train often has very, very little to do with the dog’s age, breed,
sex or even upbringing. Fear, feeling unsafe, feeling threatened, being hurt, being bored,
confused or unrewarded — these will always make training difficult. Feeling safe, enjoying the
process, kind handling and generous rewards for doing well always make training easier.
*********
Running through my head is an ongoing movie of the dogs I’ve met and worked with and lived
with — and shining through as they morph from one to the other, shaggy to smooth to tall to short
to tiny to young to grey-faced to robust to frail and on through all the permutations of Dog, I see
their eyes. Eyes of confusion or boredom or distrust or irritation or anger or fear — these are the
dogs that were hard to reach, the communication disrupted by so much between me and them.
Eyes of interest, bright with curiosity, willingness, understanding, humor, delight and pride —
regardless of what shape that dog’s body took, the eyes of the dogs engaged in the conversation
of training shine clear.
Keep the lights on . . .
Copyright © 2007-2009 by Suzanne Clothier. Used by permission of Suzanne Clothier. All rights reserved.
For more information about Suzanne, please visit SuzanneClothier.com
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Terri Cesarek Agility Seminar
SDTC played host to Terri Cesarek for an agility seminar on August 6th & 7th.
Over the two days, participants focused on obstacle commitment, handling from
ahead, developing the turn away, and obstacle discrimination skills. Everyone
left with great constructive feedback. In spite of the heat, the seminar was a hit!
We look forward to working with Terri again in the future!"
Jared Slingerland

“Step to the line”

“Connection”

Photos by Jared Slingerland
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“Decel”

“Either/or”

Photos by Jared Slingerland

9

TRIAL VENUES & RESOURCES
The following is a list of venue links for various dog
event calendars. Under that is a resource for finding
agility trial facilities by state, followed by a list of
clubs and local event locations. Due to COVID-19,
schedules may change. Contact the club, facility or
association in question for any scheduling changes
and/or cancellations.
American Kennel Club (AKC)
webapps.akc.org/event-search/#/search
Australian Shepherd Club of America (ASCA)
https://asca.org/asca-calendar/
Barn Hunt Association (BHA)
https://www.barnhunt.com/index.html

TRAINING RUNS

Canine Performance Events (CPE)
http://k9cpe.com/events.htm

Working Dogs NY

Happy Ratters (urban setting)
http://www.happyratters.com/events/
InfoDog (AKC)
https://infodog.com/show/UES/default.htm?_p=Y
Note: only members can access full event lists
North American Dog Agility Council (NADAC)
https://www.nadac.com/play/

2022 Training Parties
September 24
October 15
Saturdays from 9:00am - 1:00pm
For more information, see:
http://www.workingdogsny.com/obediencematch-shows.html

Teacup Dogs Agility Association (TDAA)
https://tdaanews.wordpress.com/tdaa-events-calendar/
United States Dog Agility Association (USDAA)
https://www.usdaa.com/events/event-calendar.cfm
https://dogagilitytrials.com/
(Locates trial facilities by state)
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http://www.agiledogs.net (also JAZZ Agility)
http://www.albanyobedience.com
www.breezethruagility.com
https://www.followtheleda.com
http://theglensfallskennelclub.com
http://www.goodchoicedogtraining.net
http://gbkc.net/
http://www.highgoalfarm.com/
http://www.hilltownhounds.com/
http://www.northeastagility.com
https://www.saratoganykennelclub.com
https://www.skylineagility.org/
https://www.southernadirondackagility.org/events
https://www.sobadagility.org
http://www.stockadeagility.com
http://www.sugarbushfarm.net/
http://takes2toq.com
http://www.wascuny.org
http://www.workingdogsny.com/

AKC CONTACTS
If you have questions about any of the
numerous events that AKC sponsors, you
can address them to the following:
Agility: agility@akc.org
Obedience: obedience@akc.org
Tracking: tracking@akc.org
Field trials: fieldtrials@akc.org
Hunting Tests: huntingtest@akc.org
Coonhound Events: coonhounds@akc.org
Earthdogs: earthdogs@akc.org
Lure Coursing: coursing@akc.org
Herding: herding@akc.org
Rally: rally@akc.org
Scent Work: scentwork@akc.org

Featuring
Your Dog!
Anyone who’s interested in
having their dog featured
in an upcoming issue of
the Woofer, please submit
at least 1 good head shot
for the banner on the front
page, along with a story. A
couple (or more) of additional
photos.would.be.helpful.as.well.
Suggestions: You can talk about how your
furkid came to be in your life and what it was
like when he/she first arrived, your training
accomplishments, silly habits, easy stuff,
hard stuff, favorite toys, what you’re particularly grateful for, etc. (please keep to 3500
characters max). Don’t forget to include any
registered names and titles (not included in.
the.character.count) at.the.top.

Club Library
Our new librarian, Jared Slingerland, has inventoried and organized the library by topic. A
spreadsheet of all materials is available at the link
below. The library rules have been updated to be
the following: limit of 3 materials for 3 weeks; sign
out using a smartphone or speak to your training
director, who will assist you; and return materials to
the basket on top of the library cabinets when
done/due.
If anyone would like to donate resources to the
library, please direct the materials towards Jared at
jared.slingerland@gmail.com. In particular, it
would be nice to expand our collection of tricks and
nosework materials.
Library Spreadsheet:
https://tinyurl.com/LibrarySpreadSheets
QR Code sheet (also posted inside cabinet doors):
https://tinyurl.com/QR-CodeSheet

Brags
Any accomplishments within the past year are
acceptable and they don’t have to be titles.
Litter announcements and adoptions count,
as well as achieving any particular training
milestones.

Photo Submissions
Photos should be submitted in JPG format
(preferably at 300 dpi or more) and please
make sure you either own the rights or you
have permission from the photographer. If
not taken by you, please also include a brief
statement saying that SDTC has permission
to use said photos, along with the photographer's signature, name, and company name,
if.applicable.
Please either name the photos, so I know who
they’re from and/or who’s pictured, or list and
describe them in an email. Please DO NOT
crop.or.re-size.the.photos.
Send submissions (with “Woofer” in subject)
to Donna Profeta at: publicity@sdtcdogs.com.

USEFUL LINKS
Member Match Scores:
https://tinyurl.com/MatchScores2

Woofer Schedule:

AKC Obedience News & Updates:
https://tinyurl.com/akcObedNewUpdates1

Submission dates: Jan 7, Apr 7, Jul 7 & Oct 7
by 6:00 PM to publicity@sdtcdogs.com

AKC Revisions to Obedience Regulations:
https://tinyurl.com/akcObedRev-5-1-18-pdf

Published in mid: Feb, May, Aug & Nov

AKC Rally Signs Videos:
https://tinyurl.com/AKCRallySigns1
AKC Show Entries Info/Tools:
https://showentries.info/tools/
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The Woofer
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August 2022

Board of Directors
Board meetings are held six times per year. Please see the calendar on our web site for important dates. Members
are welcome to bring business before the Board. Please contact the President to be added to the agenda.
Barbara Snyder
President

Mary Hussey
Obedience

Barbara Pasinella
Membership

Marge Berrigan
Vice President

Jared Slingerland
Agility

Emily Toung
Programs

Laurie Kurtzman
Recording Secretary

Dominick Amedio
Buildings

Susan Jones
Corresponding Secretary

Shari Brunner
Fund Raising

Angela Baris
Treasurer

Betsy Moss
Grounds

Donna Profeta
Publicity
Wendy Archinal
Obedience Trial
Beth Dorn
Training Council

Contact: To get in touch with Board members, see the Contact page on our web site
(below), click on the down arrow in the General Information box and select from the menu.

Club Awards
Awarded.at.the.yearly.SDTC.banquet.in.January:
Honorary Members - Nominated by the Board,
based on membership length and service to club
criteria.
Bert Eischens Good Sportsmanship Award Chosen by past 3 years’ recipients, for good sportsmanship in all aspects of club endeavors.
President's Trophy - Recognition given to club
members with the highest scores in our Obedience
trials.
Wag Award - Earned
by participating with
the Club at 5 community events, such
as nursing home
visits, parades and
demonstrations.

Visit us on the Web!
Our wonderful web site, artfully designed by Jon
Huther, of Elite Venture Media, is chock full of
useful information about membership, class
schedules and descriptions, upcoming events
and a monthly calendar, in addition to important
documents such as membership renewal
forms and agility field waivers. For that and
more see: http://www.sdtcdogs.com

See us on Facebook!
Also designed by Jon Huther, get
up-to-the-minute postings, join in
on conversations and “Like Us” at:
http://www.facebook.com/SDTCDOGS
Clip art and photography credits:
All clipart downloaded from:
http://www.pngimg.com
http://www.freepngimg.com
http://all-free-download.com
Except where indicated, all background
and dog photography downloaded from:
http://www.pexels.com
https://pixabay.com/

