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Dragon
(see p.3)

From the editor’s desk...
Greetings.all!
So, here we are, 4-1/2 months since NY was shut down, and we’ve tiptoed our
way thru various reopening phases and finally managed to get classes up and
running, albeit outdoors. And, ya know? It really isn’t that difficult to deal with!
Once again, we’ve only posted the Fall 2020 Training Schedule (we’ll see how the
rest of the year plays out), along with our Fall AKC and CPE Agility Trials and the
upcoming Members Agility Match (p. 2). Please send any match or trial results
you’d like to have included in future issues to me at publicity@sdtcdogs.com.
This issue celebrates Dragon, an over-achieving English Springer Spaniel, who’s
lengthy competitive career will hopefully pick up where it left off...and without too
much further ado. Kudos as well to Dani, a Boston Terrier, who’s well on her way
to following in Dragon’s somewhat larger footsteps (p. 3).
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Agility Match ....................2
Brags: Dragon & Dani........3

Our collective thanks to our hardworking Grounds Director, Betsy Moss, and
several stouthearted volunteers, who tackled the enormous job of cleaning out
the years of overgrowth that had engulfed the fencing, while dealing with the
heat, humidity, bugs and poison ivy along the way. Thanks also to Kathy Murray
and Betsy for the great before and after photos (pp. 4 & 5)!

SDTC Work Party........4 & 5

We have three volunteer requests posted, along with the general Volunteer
Opportunities contact info and a brief COVID update (p.6).

Volunteer Requests / Opportunities / COVID Update.....6

Our president, Barb Snyder, got to thinking about how we verbally communicate
with our dogs and penned a thoughtful Vocabulary Lesson for Handlers (p. 7).

Letter: Vocabulary Lesson
for Handlers, by Barbara
Snyder.............................7

An extensive list of optimistic Other Local Trials follows, along with the date-less
info for Non-Trial Events, should any occur before the next issue (p. 8).

Other Local Trials / Non-Trial
Events / Club/Facility links...8
Article: Dances with Dogs,
by Suzanne Clothier...9 & 12
Club.Info./.Credits..........10
Guidelines/Schedule / Useful
Links / My Comforter.......11

Still along the lines of communication, we included Suzanne Clothier’s article on
how we interact with our canine partners, entitled: Dances with Dogs (pp. 9 & 12).
The Club Info page lists our club officers and contact info, along with other
useful details (p.10). That’s followed by the Featured Furkid submissions
guidelines, the Woofer schedule and the lovely poem, My Comforter, by that
prodigious writer, Anonymous (p.11)!
Fingers crossed and continued best wishes for all your doggy doings in 2020!
Happy Training,

-Donna

Editor: Donna Profeta
Proofer: Betsy Moss
Oversight: Barb Snyder

Schenectady Dog Training Club

Member Match
SDTC Membership
Agility Match
Saturday, August 15th
Start time - 9:00 AM
Contact: Donna Mowrey
Volunteers Needed (see p..6)

Fall Training Session
Dates are subject to change. Changes TBA.
Current Participant signup .... .8/24 to 8/28/20
New Participant signup ends .9/4/20
Orientation ............................ .9/10/20
Week 1.................................. .9/13/20
Week 6.................................. .10/18/20
Makeups ............................... .10/25/20
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Fall SDTC Trials
Agility Dogs of Schenectady
CPE Agility Trials
September 5 - 6, 2020
at Agiledogs @ JAZZ,
37 So. Greenfield Rd, Greenfield Ctr., NY
Bob Domfort & Trisha Stall, Chairs
Entries open Jul. 14 & close Aug. 25, 2020
Premium: https://tinyurl.com/2020SeptCPE
Volunteers Needed (see p..6)

AKC Agility Trials
October 31 - November 1, 2020
at Working Dogs NY,
1451 State Highway 5S, Amsterdam, NY
Urszula Janicki, Chair
Judge: Michele Fletcher
Entries open Sep. 2 & close Oct. 10, 2020
Premium: https://tinyurl.com/2020FallAKCAg
Volunteers Needed (see p..6)
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SDTC March 7 Obed/Rally Trials at WDNY: Photos by Judy Johnson
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Dragon
By Sheila Jweid-Webber

After what started off as a great agility year for Dragon,
he got into The Westminster Kennel Club Masters Agility Trial and qualified in both runs. He was qualified for
the AKC National Agility Championship in March, in
Perry GA, but then COVID hit. All agility trials were
cancelled, including the Nationals. On the bright side,
because of the shortened qualifying period for the AKC
Invitationals (usually end of June), he was named the
National No. 1 English Springer Spaniel in the Preferred Class. This means he will be invited to compete
in the Invitational in Dec. in Orlando, FL – BUT, will it
happen?
He was also named the No.1 Preferred ESS for 2019 by
our parent club, The English Springer Spaniel Field
Trial Association. Yet again, that national speciality,
where he would have gotten that award, was cancelled
until next year. On June 13, he earned his PAX 2 title
(20 double Q's x2). He now goes by CH MACH 5 PACH
Esquire's Pendragon at Moonhill CD RE MXG2 MJC2
MXP4 MXPB MJP4 MJPB PAX2 MFG TQX MFP TQXP
T2B2 CA RATN DSGCA TKI.
Dragon will be 11 in September, so hopefully he will
continue to be healthy and strong to be able to compete at these trials. If not, we've had a great run!

Photo by Judy Johnson

Dani
By Sheila Jweid-Webber

At the SDTC March trial, Dani
earned her Novice Rally Title
under Judge Sara Steele. She
is now Von Blazin's Dragon
Rider of Moonhill RN AX AXJ
MXP3 MXPB MJP OF MFP CGC
TKAs.
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SDTC Work Party
On a hot, muggy, and potentially stormy July day, several club members volunteered
their time and energy to take on the job of removing the foliage that had nearly
swallowed all of the fences on the property over the last few years. It was a daunting
task, but we worked hard and got it done! The property is looking larger, and more
inviting for our outdoor summer classes. Thank you to all who came and helped with
this not-so-enjoyable task.
Betsy Moss
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All photos by Kathy Murray.

Photo by Betsy Moss

Photo by Betsy Moss

All photos by Kathy Murray, unless otherwise indicated.
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Agility Dogs of Schenectady
CPE Agility Trials
September 5 - 6, 2020
Volunteers are needed, including: chief course
builder, ring coordinator (could be split, one
each day), someone to hand out ribbons,
score keeper and ring crew (scribe, timer, etc).
Volunteer points can be earned. Contact Bob
Domfort via email: spencer4hi@yahoo.com

AKC Agility Trials
October 31 - November 1, 2020
Volunteers needed for Friday setup and
Sunday cleanup. Will also need people on
Saturday and Sunday for various other things.
Contact Urszula Janicki via email:
Limitlesslabs@verizon.net.

COVID Update:
At this time, all practices
remain in place in our
COVID plan to operate. Any
updates will be shared. See
opening plans:
https://tinyurl.com/sdtc-reopen

SDTC Membership
Agility Match
Saturday, August 15th, 9:00 Start
Volunteers needed for the following positions:
Judge, Timer, Scribe, Sign-in person, Score
Keeper, Gate Keeper, Ring Crew and help with
set up and take down.
*Obedience Members are invited to
“VOLUNTEER” (VOL. HOURS)
Contact Donna Mowrey: scout5out@yahoo.com

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE
Please contact the following people for volunteer
opportunities:
Program:
Donna Mowrey, scout5out@yahoo.com
Club matches in Obedience, Rally and Agility.
Club picnic
Organize community demonstrations
AKC Agility Trials (4):
Urszula Janicki, Limitlesslabs@verizon.net
Multiple jobs
CPE Agility Trials (2):
Bob Domfort, spencer4hi@yahoo.com
Mulitple jobs

Let’s !
Help

AKC Obed/Rally Trials (4):
Wendy Archinal, topshelfbrits@nycap.rr.com
Multiple jobs
Agility:
Jared Slingerland, jared.slingerland@gmail.com
Hosting run-thrus - can be scheduled at any
time. Moving equipment from inside to outside
training areas and vice versa at the end of the
season. Training equipment repair, if needed.
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Obedience and/or Rally:
Mary Hussey, cloud9newfs@hotmail.com
Training equipment repair, if needed.
Hosting run-thrus - can be scheduled at any time.
Training Council:
Janet Moran, bsmjanet@gmail.com
Committee to be sure supplies are on hand.
Corresponding Secretary:
Susan Jones, jazzsunz223@yahoo.com
Committee to assist with mailings, renewal process.
Grounds:
Betsy Moss, kaidijay@yahoo.com
Club work parties for outdoor improvement projects,
........when scheduled.
Buildings: Mitch Mowrey, yanksrle52@yahoo.com
Publicity: Donna Profeta, publicity@sdtcdogs.com
Placing postcards with area businesses.
Researching publications for ads/calendar listings.
Various times in the year there may be a need for
duplicating of documents used for Orientations/
classes - TBA.
All events will be publicized at the club, in the
WOOFER and/or on our Facebook page and/or
website, http://www.sdtcdogs.com.

Vocabulary Lesson for Handlers:

We're going to do this again. Walk this way.

The idea for this little ditty came to me after teaching a class. We progressed nicely
through the basic exercises and moved to the figure 8. It was here that things began to
get kind of messy, if you will. I need to give credit where it is deserved, and this time it
was not deserved by handlers. The dogs did try their utmost best to do what was being
asked, even when the clarity and understanding of the directions was a bit lacking.
Have you seen the cartoon where handlers are having this dialog with their dogs and the dog's
perception is BLAH, BLAH, BLAH? Kind of what brought this to my mind was the multi
commands which were given to the dogs during the figure 8.
“Come on, get in here, we're going to do this again, walk this way, get over here – slow down,
don't push, come up here and will you get where you belong,” are some others I've heard.
When we start this training process, we begin to share a vocabulary with our dogs – both of us
learning what each word means. I use the singular because it truly can be a one-word-at-atime conversation. We learn that HEEL is a position in which we expect the dog to remain, as is
STAND, FRONT, SIT and DOWN. Actions are COME, WAIT, STAY. We could complete an entire
ring routine using only those words. (Of course, we should add our chosen praise words or
rewards for jobs well done while we train, properly placed, so the rewarded behavior is clear.)
Hence my point – if our dogs understand the simple words mean positions or movements, and
are getting proficient in them – dialog and chatter is not needed – it gives no clues to what we
want as handlers.
An excellent example of this is seen and heard in the Rally ring. Our dogs know the words, but,
because we are allowed, we go around the ring chatting to our dogs, directing with our arms,
pitching our bodies in the desired directions as we coach our dogs through the course. I think
we would present a smoother picture of teamwork if we just used the words our dogs know.
This was conceived in a class that I enjoy, with seasoned handlers who I equally enjoy. In order
to make them think about what transpired, I gave them the homework assignment of writing
down all the commands they gave their dogs during the execution of the figure 8. They
stopped, thought and began to chuckle, knowing the point I was making. Will we all now
become less verbal in the training process? I think not. My goal was just to get us to think and
realize that we, as chatty trainers, own some of the mistakes made during the training process,
and to also think how we can do our part to be clearer in our commands while doing that
training.
Barbara Snyder

“Having two ears and one tongue, we should
listen twice as much as we speak.”
~ Turkish Proverb

?

? ?

Get over here. Any time now. Slow down. Hurry up.

Come on. Get in here. Go on.

Will you get where you belong? Don’t push.7

OTHER LOCAL TRIALS
8/15-16/20
8/22-23/20
8/22-24/20
8/28-30/20
9/5-6/20
9/5-6/20
9/12/20
9/13/20
9/21-22/20
9/26-27/20
10/3-4/20
10/3-4/20
10/3-4/20
10/10-11/20
10/17-18/20
10/17-18/20

10/17-18/20
10/23-25/20
10/24-25/20
10/24-25/20
11/14-15/20
11/20-22/20
12/12-13/20
12/26-27/20

68

Agile Dogs WCRL Rally Trials
JAZZ, Greenfield Center, NY
Agile Dogs USDAA Trials
Sugar Bush Farm, Stephentown, NY
SAAC AKC Agility Trials
High Goal Farm, Greenwich, NY
SBFarm CPE Agility Trials
Sugarbush Farm, Stephentown, NY
SBFarm UKI Agility Trials
Sugarbush Farm, Stephentown, NY
ADOS CPE Agility Trials
JAZZ, Greenfield Center, NY
Agile Dogs WCRL Rally Trials
JAZZ, Greenfield Center, NY
Agile Dogs TDAA Trial
JAZZ, Greenfield Center, NY
RUN Agility, FofGFKC CPE Ag Trials
Glens Falls KC, Queensbury, NY
Agile Dogs CPE Trials
JAZZ, Greenfield Center, NY
AOC AKC Obedience (only) Trials
Albany Obed. Club, Glenmont, NY
Agile Dogs USDAA Agility Trials
Sugarbush Farm, Stephentown, NY
WASCUNY ASCA Agility Trials
Wash. Co. Fairgrnds, Greenwich, NY
Hilltown Hounds AC CPE Ag Trials
Greenfield, MA
GFKC WCRL Rally Trials
GFKC Training Ctr, Queensbury, NY
Agile Dogs TDAA Agility Trials
Hosting 2020 Regional Nationals
JAZZ, Greenfield Center, NY
Stockade Agility CPE Trials
Stockade Agility, Glenville, NY
AOC AKC Agility Trials
Working Dogs NY, Amsterdam, NY
Agile Dogs WCRL Rally Trials
JAZZ, Greenfield Center, NY
Play~Bow DT NADAC Agility Trials
Ulster County Fairgrounds, New Paltz
GFKC AKC Rally Trials
GFKC Training Ctr, Queensbury, NY
RRBHC BHA Barn Hunt Trials
East. States Expo, W. Springfiled, MA
Agile Dogs CPE Agility Trials
High Goal Farm, Greenwich, NY
Agile Dogs CPE Trial
High Goal Farm, Greenwich, NY

For additional information, see the various
club, facility and association links above, right.
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CLUB/FACILITY LINKS
http://www.asca.org
http://www.agiledogs.net
https://www.barnhunt.com
http://theglensfallskennelclub.com
https://www.southernadirondackagility.org/events
http://www.stockadeagility.com
http://www.sugarbushfarm.net/
http://www.wascuny.org

NON-TRIAL EVENTS
NOTE: Still nothing scheduled at this point,
but we’re keeping the general information
available, should there be a change.

Albany Obedience Training Center
Agility Run Thrus*
From 8:30am - 2:30pm.

Obedience/Rally Show and Go
From 8:00am - 2:00pm

CD Agility Fun group
*For more information, see
http://www.albanyobedience.com

Working Dogs NY
Training Parties
All at 9:00am - 1:00pm
For more information, see:
http://www.workingdogsny.com

Agile Dogs
Run Throughs
at JAZZ in Greenfield Center
From 10:00am - 2:00pm
For more information, see:
http://www.agiledogs.net/events.htm

Greystone Rat Seekers
Barn Hunt Practices & Games
For more information, contact Heidi Fuge at:
hfuge6011@gmail.com

Dances With Dogs
by Suzanne Clothier
Linda Tellington-Jones uses a beautiful analogy
to describe her approach to working with animals:
she sees the interaction between human and
animal as a dance. For me, a good working
relationship with any animal is like a wonderful
dance - smooth, joyful and the result of two
partners who clearly understand each other.
Of the two choices presented below, consider
which "dancing partner" you would prefer.
Partner A has high hopes for you as a dancing
partner. As the music begins, you are not sure of
what is expected, but you're willing to try. You
make a few mistakes, and begin to hesitate. Your
partner growls and roughly grabs your arm,
telling you in an increasingly louder voice what
you are supposed to do. Your arm hurts, and you
are beginning to be afraid. You make more
mistakes, and your partner becomes angry and
frustrated. You are desperately hoping for the
music to stop. When the dance finally ends, he
stalks off, muttering about your stupidity. You are
upset, and not sure you want to dance again.
Partner B has high hopes for you as a dancing
partner. As the music begins, you are not sure of
what's expected but you're willing to try. You make
a few mistakes, and begin to hesitate. Ignoring
the music, your partner slows down, and with a
smile, explains the basic steps again. He takes it
very slow, until you've got it right. He cheers your
success, and shows you the next few steps. Each
time you succeed, your confidence soars. By the
time the music stops, you're eager to learn more,
and look forward to your next dancing lessons.
Your partner is very pleased with your progress,
and comments on what a bright student you are.

These techniques are the hallmarks of any skilled
trainer or teacher. A willing dance partner is
neither dominant nor submissive, but relaxed,
confident and able to follow a clear lead. Within
the dog-human relationship, the human usually
takes the lead. After all, he's the one who knows
which dance is being danced, i.e. that the focus is
on the tango and not the cha-cha. (Notable
exceptions are tracking and Search & Rescue
work, where a clear understanding of subtle
signals and body language helps the human
follow the dog's lead.)
The thrill of a great performance, whether by a
horse and rider, a dog and handler, or two dance
partners, is the unison of two into a smooth and
effective team. The dictionary defines teamwork
as "work done by a number of associates, all
subordinating personal prominence to the
efficiency of the whole." This is achieved by clarity
in communication, response to the subtlest of
signals and a willing partnership.
There is no joy in dancing with a reluctant partner,
or dancing at the command of an imperious
partner. While compromise is a necessary part of
partnership, handlers should be very clear about
Continued on p.12

None of us would willingly choose Partner A. But
what makes Partner B so wonderful? He knows
the value of a willing partner, and is able to help
you become a willing partner through the use of
some basic techniques:
* Recognizing your hesitation as confusion, not
stupidity, stubbornness or defiance
* Being flexible as a trainer. Although his initial
goal might have been a flawless dance in perfect
rhythm to the music, he sees that you are not yet
up to that, so he changes his goal in order to help
you learn.
* "Chunking down" the steps for you so that it is
easy for you to learn and succeed at each step
* Encouraging you by making it pleasant for you
to work and learn

Photo by Harrison Haines from Pexels
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Board of Directors
Board meetings are held six times per year. Please see the calendar on our web site for
important dates. Members are welcome to bring business before the Board. Please contact
the President to be added to the agenda.
Barbara Snyder
President

Mary Hussey
Obedience

Currently vacant, but
mailbox is monitored
Membership

Marge Berrigan
Vice President

Jared Slingerland
Agility

Laurie Kurtzman
Recording Secretary

Mitch Mowrey
Buildings

Susan Jones
Corresponding Secretary

Lori Eldridge
Fund Raising

Wendy Archinal
Obedience Trial

Angela Baris
Treasurer

Betsy Moss
Grounds

Janet Moran
Training Council

Donna Mowrey
Programs
Donna Profeta
Publicity

Contact: To get in touch with Board members, see the Contact page on our web site
(below), click on the down arrow in the General Information box and select from the menu.

Club Awards
Awarded.at.the.yearly.SDTC.banquet.in.January:
Honorary Members - Nominated by the Board,
based on membership length and service to club
criteria.
Bert Eischens Good Sportsmanship Award Chosen by past 3 years’ recipients, for good sportsmanship in all aspects of club endeavors.
President's Trophy - Recognition given to club
members with the highest scores in our Obedience
trials.
Wag Award - Earned
by participating with
the Club at 5 community events, such
as nursing home
visits, parades and
demonstrations.

Club Library
To borrow books or videos, contact Betty McGarry
(see the Contact page on our web site).
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Visit us on the Web!
Our wonderful web site, artfully designed by Jon
Huther, of Elite Venture Media, is chock full of
useful information about membership, class
schedules and descriptions, upcoming events
and a monthly calendar, in addition to important
documents such as membership renewal
forms and agility field waivers. For that and
more see: http://www.sdtcdogs.com

See us on Facebook!
Also designed by Jon Huther, get
up-to-the-minute postings, join in
on conversations and “Like Us” at:
http://www.facebook.com/SDTCDOGS
Clip art and photography credits:
All clipart downloaded from:
http://www.pngimg.com
http://www.freepngimg.com
http://all-free-download.com
http://nobacks.com
Except where indicated, all background
and dog photography downloaded from:
https://www.pexels.com

Featuring
Your Dog!

My Comforter

Anyone who’s interested
in having their dog
featured in an upcoming
issue of the Woofer, please
submit at least 1 good head
shot for the banner on the
front page, along with a story. A
couple (or more) of additional
photos would be helpful.as.well.
Suggestions: You can talk about how your
furkid came to be in your life and what it was
like when he/she first arrived, your training
accomplishments, silly habits, easy stuff,
hard stuff, favorite toys, what you’re particularly grateful for, etc. (please keep to 3500
characters max). Don’t forget to include any
registered names and titles (not included in.
the.character.count) at.the.top.

Brags
Any accomplishments within the past year are
acceptable and they don’t have to be titles.
Litter announcements and adoptions count,
as well as achieving any particular training
milestones.

Photo Submissions
Photos should be submitted in JPG format
(preferably at 300 dpi or more) and please
make sure you either own the rights or you
have permission from the photographer. If
not taken by you, please also include a brief
statement saying that SDTC has permission
to use said photos, along with the photographer's signature, name, and company name,
if.applicable.
Please either name the photos, so I know who
they’re from and/or who’s pictured, or list and
describe them in an email. Please DO NOT
crop.or.re-size.the.photos.
Send your submissions to: Donna Profeta at:
publicity@sdtcdogs.com.

The world had all gone wrong that day
And tired and in despair,
Discouraged with the ways of life,
I sank into my chair.
A soft caress fell on my cheek,
My hands were thrust apart.
And two big sympathizing eyes
Gazed down into my heart.
I had a friend; what cared I now
For fifty worlds? I knew
One heart was anxious when I grieved—
My dog's heart, loyal, true.
"God bless him," breathed I soft and low,
And hugged him close and tight.
One lingering lick upon my ear
And we were happy—quite.
~ Anonymous
As published in “The Dog’s Book of Verse” Collected
by J. Earl Clauson. A Public Domain Work.

USEFUL LINKS
Member Match Scores:
https://tinyurl.com/MatchScores1

Woofer Schedule:

AKC Obedience News & Updates:
https://tinyurl.com/akcObedNewsUpdates

Submission dates: Jan 7, Apr 7, Jul 7 & Oct 7
by 6:00 PM to publicity@sdtcdogs.com

AKC Revisions to Obedience Regulations:
https://tinyurl.com/akcObedRev-5-1-18-pdf

Published in mid: Feb, May, Aug & Nov

New AKC Rally Signs Videos:
https://tinyurl.com/AKCRallySigns1
AKC Show Entries Info/Tools:
https://showentries.info/tools/
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The Woofer
Dancing With Dogs
Continued from p. 9

the level of enjoyment expressed by their dog. If
you are looking for the utmost in willingness in any
activity, your dog must enjoy the activity as much
as you do. Almost any dog can be trained to
perform the basic mechanics of any exercise.
Joyful participation in an exercise comes from the
dog's spirit, pride in his work, delight in showing
what he knows. And your enjoyment and
excitement about an activity can be contagious. If
your dog does not naturally find an activity
enjoyable, you must be willing to find a way to
make it so, or accept the level of performance
offered by a reluctant performer.
I find it incomprehensible when handlers complain about their dogs' performance (or lack
thereof) while readily admitting that the dog hates
the particular activity. Invariably, the sentence
ends with, "But I really want this title. All I need is
for the dog to do it three times successfully, and
then I'll be happy." Focused on a goal that is
meaningless to the dog, the handler fails to
understand that sometimes the greatest act of
love is to let go of personal goals for the sake of
the relationship.
Equally incomprehensible is the handler who
willingly acknowledges that they lose their
patience, or get easily frustrated, or choke under
the pressure of competition, or tense up and stop
breathing in the ring BUT are unwilling to do
anything about it! Critical to any partnership is the
ability and willingness to work on yourself, outside
of the demands of any activity or partnership. This
is particularly true in the dog/human partnership.
Whatever your individual issues may be, if they
are negatively affecting on your canine partner,
you owe it to yourself, your dog and the
partnership to work to resolve or at least minimize
the effects. Try hypnosis, counseling, Tai Chi,
meditation, yoga, biofeedback or whatever suits
you to learn how to control and improve yourself,
but be realistic about your responsibility to the
partnership. Dogs are generous, forgiving spirits,
but they can't always give more to make up for
shortcomings on your side.
Whether it's ice skating, ballroom dancing,
doubles tennis, barrel racing, kayaking or dog
sports, choosing a dance partner requires some
basic information. In my mind, the dog/human
partnership is very similar to a human/human

August 2020

partnership with one very important exception:
the dog cannot make an informed decision to
participate and thus is always a draftee, not a
volunteer. This puts greater responsibility on the
handler to be fair.
Awareness of your skills and limitations as
well as your partner's
What do you do best? What do you enjoy? What
do you find less enjoyable? What emotional/
physical/ intellectuals assets and liabilities do you
bring to the partnership? Do you choke under
pressure or thrive on competition?
Accurate assessment of the kind of partner
you need
Are you compulsive about training and need a
partner who knows when to say "enough"? Are
you reluctant to train frequently, and need a
partner who urges you on to practicing as you
should? Do you want to reach the pinnacles of
achievement, or will you be happy with an
adequate performance?
Honest assessment of your goals as a team
What will be required to achieve those goals? Do
both you and your partner have the necessary
skills? Are both of you equally committed to the
hard work necessary? What happens if you fall
short of those goals? How will that impact the
partnership? What happens if the partnership
does not work? How will you alter your goals?
How will that impact the relationship?
The pursuit of excellence is a wonderful idea. At its
best, any partnership seeks to find the indefinable
spot where each partner has given their best, and
together, the highest abilities of the partnership
are brought to bear on a given goal. It may not be
Olympic level performance. It may even seem
laughable to those looking on. But excellence is
not always judged by external measures. Hold
tight to the excellence within your heart, for when
it exists, free of ego and outside pressures, the joy
of the dance itself shines through.

The dance of a willing
partnership
between handler
and dog is a joy
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